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Introduction
A moral compass is defined as a feeling that enables one to know the right thing from the wrong one. This compass naturally indicates the direction of desirable behavior and it is inherent in every individual. Moral systems are therefore the internal-set of values, norms, and those beliefs that inform how individuals ought to behave towards others and their environment (O'Connor, 2019). Over the past, many psychologists and researchers have indicated that children are not morally capable until they reach adulthood, however, modern science has contradicted it by affirming that new-born are empathic. 
Evidence from a modern study indicates that everyone was born with the ability to tell good from bad, and the choice is obviously one's decision (Hamlin, 2013). However, most behaviors are socially learned and reinforced by the upbringing or immediate environment. A 12-year-old is a child who learns from how people behave and draws most lessons from his or her social cycle including his or her peers or family. He or she may not even be making sound decisions by the virtue of the stage in his or her life. Behavior is modified by conditioning and therefore there is a need to reassess the environment and observe the peer relations with their child.
According to Erikson, a child at this age is undergoing quite a deal of identity crisis, the confusion of who he or she is has taken up his or her mind and it may contribute to certain immorally wrong behaviors (Meeus, 2016). As adolescence quickly kicks in, it becomes only necessary that he or she engages in a self-searching spree, this may result in other unpleasant discoveries about his or her personality. The effect of this is the development of a self-serving personality and ending up being morally insensitive of his or her surroundings. A solid foundation of morality is quite dependent upon the positive bond between a child and a parent; this is then used to teach about other people's experiences. Important lessons are taught when a mistake has not yet been made; instead reinforcing positive behaviors has better results than punishing bad behaviors.

Conclusion
Kohlberg identified moral development as a process that follows stages and is driven by various factors. These factors push people to act either right or wrong. As a child develops so does his moral values grow and each day they absorb new values and beliefs. It is quite normal for a child just about to get into adolescence to act out of place; this is due to peer influence and the social learning process. A child without a moral compass may simply be in the process of development and change; the dynamics that come with this progress may inhibit other personalities from showing or may equally be repressed. Therefore, there is no urgent cause for alarm since the child may as well be undergoing a normal developmental stage.
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